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Introduction

This report is informed by the Equality Impact
Assessment (EglA) that was undertaken as part of the
Dreamland feasibility study. The report provides a
framework for future work and will require updating
as part of the design, construction and operational
phases.

Background and Context

Margate is a diverse town with a population of circa
40,000. Like many other British sea side towns, the
decline in the traditional British sea side holiday in the
mid to late 20th century, prompted by an increasing
propensity to take holidays abroad, led to a significant
decline in Margate’s fortunes. The town has been
affected by a vicious circle of decreasing popularity
leading to under investment which, in turn, has led to
poorer facilities, a serious deterioration in the built
environment and fewer visitors.

Over recent years the profile of the local population
has changed due to changes economic fortunes and the
area now suffers from some of the worst deprivation in
the whole of the south east. As a consequence there
are high levels of transiency linked to the availability of
cheap rented housing and economic migrancy.

Dreamland has been the physical and emotional heart
of the town for well over |00 years. Its decline and
current condition has been devastating to the com-
munity. As is evidenced by recent consultation, they
passionately support its renewal.

Thanet and Margate Profile

Thanet has a local population of 129,200 (Kent County
Council, 2007) which has seen modest (3.1%) growth
over the last ten years. The resident population is split
48% male 52% female. A high proportion of the popula-
tion is older residents with c.40% aged over 50.

Thanet’s population is predominantly white British with
c.5% of the population from black and minority ethnic
groups (in 2006).

Thanet has areas of high deprivation and overall indica-
tors of health are poor when

compared to other areas in England. The main con-
tributory factors are: inward migration of vulnerable
groups; child poverty; high numbers of old people;
and a larger proportion of people living with multiple
deprivation.

Male and female life expectancy is worse than the
national average and there are health inequalities within
Thanet. For example, men from the most deprived
areas have almost 10 years shorter life expectancy than
those from the least deprived areas.

Within Thanet, the two wards closest to Dreamland

- Margate Central and Cliftonville West - are the two
most deprived wards with multiple and complex
disadvantages. These two wards are most deprived in
the whole of the south east region. Five of the eight
Super Output Areas are in the top 5% most deprived in
England.

In these two wards, there are significantly more
unemployed, sick and vulnerable children and adults in
these two wards than elsewhere in Thanet, Kent or the
country as a whole. In 2005 Cliftonville West had over 7
times the proportion of looked after children than the
Kent average (90 children). Ex-offenders and asylum
seekers are placed in the area, there has been a long
history of referral of homeless households into the
wards, and the number of overseas migrants has more
than doubled in the last 4 years.

The black and minority ethnic community in the two
wards make up about 8% of the total population with
the largest groups being Irish, Chinese, Asian and
African. There is a large and highly transient population
of recent migrants mainly from Eastern Europe.

As stated previously, there are high levels of transiency
generally within the two wards due to the predomi-
nance of rented housing, the socio economic character-
istics and the seasonality of employment locally.

Within the wards, there are higher than average levels
of ill health. The wards have the highest levels of alco-
hol dependence and substance misuse across Thanet
and there are high levels of mental illness, severe
disabilities and limiting long term illness. There is also
a higher proportion of older people than in Thanet as a
whole.
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There are concerns about community cohesion in the
area, and perceived high levels of drug use, anti-social
behaviour and crime.

Within these two wards, the following groups feature
prominently:

Young people with low attainment and aspiration
Young people in care or leaving care

Adult and young offenders

Lone parents and teenage pregnancy

Working age welfare benefit recipients

Adults with low qualifications and skills

Alcohol and other drug misusers

© N O RGN

Adults with physical and learning disabilities

O

Transient or seasonal groups
[0. Vulnerable older people

Equality Impact Assessment for Dreamland

This report has been produced as part of the Equality
Impact Assessment that was undertaken as part of the
Dreamland feasibility study. It provides a framework

for future work and will require updating as part of

the design and implementation phases. A full EqlA will
provide a mechanism for assessing and managing the
equalities implications during the construction, delivery
and operational phases. This will include a review of all
aspects of the project and the preparation of Actions
Plans.

The Council's EqlA assesses projects against seven
priority groups:

o Age

+ Sexual Orientation

+ Faith or Beliefs

+ Race

» Ethnicity

+ Disability

+ Gender (including Transgender)

The EqglA will explore and identify barriers to scheme.
We will ensure that the EqIA will examine how and to
what degree the priority groups will be impacted by
the across all elements of the project - design, layout,
facilities, programming, consultation, marketing and
engagement.

The design work in Phase | has taken into account the
issues around access and disability. We will also ensure
that we apply the principles in the EqglA to the approach
to the design and management of public facilities,
interpretation and events programming. The Phase |
plans include level access throughout the ground floor
of the Cinema building and across the park. An access
audit was carried out during the outline design process
and the plans provide full access to all levels of the
Cinema in Phase 2.

The detailed design will comply with the requirement
of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and 2005 (DDA).

Next Steps

The EqlA will be updated as part of the next phase
between July and October (detailed design). This will
include the production of an equalities action plan that
will be provide the project manager with a clear frame-
work for managing equalities issues at critical stages of
the project.

The project aims to attract a high level of local custom
and the business plan makes provision for subsidising
tickets to allow locals preferential rates at specific
times of the year.

The Dreamland Trust will ensure it has robust policies
in place and also ensure that staff and operators are
provided with adequate support, information and train-
ing in equalities issues. This will include the provision
of educational programmes, engagement work and
customer care programmes. Within these programmes
there will be opportunities for work experience within
training programmes and capacity building through
volunteering to assist with employment aspirations.

It is hoped that such opportunities can contribute to
Community Cohesion.

The Dreamland Trust will work towards diver-
sity amongst its Trustees to ensure appropriate
representation.

The Dreamland Trust is very committed to open the
site to as many people as possible. The proposal that
the site be free entry with a wristband being purchased
only by riders is partly in order to fulfil this aim.
However the rides are by their nature not suitable for
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certain categories of people with physical and other
disabilities. Provision is made in the development

stage of this Project to ensure that as wide a public as
possible is able to ride as many rides as possible, within
the bounds of safety and the ADIPS regulatory system.
Members of the Trust have significant experience with
other amusement parks in the UK on maximising acces-
sibility and inclusive access to rides and attractions,
both in terms of design and operation. In its recent
history Dreamland has made appropriate arrangements
for its many Moslem visitors to be able to undertake
their prayer obligations, such arrangements will again
be considered as part of the second phase.
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For further information please contact:

The Margate Renewal Partnership
Il King Street

Margate

Kent

CT9 IDA

T: 01843 609337

F: 01843 609271

E: derek.harding@thanet.gov.uk
www.margaterenewal.co.uk

Margate =
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